African Americans and the Todd Household

· While the Todd household in Lexington was a city dwelling rather than a farm, enslaved persons were integral members of the Todd household, including the three-week period when Abraham Lincoln visited here in the fall of 1849.

· At various times Mr. Todd had slaves that he owned, slaves that were on loan from family members and slaves that he hired, or essentially rented.

· There were usually five slaves in the Todd household on W. Main Street in Lexington.  This is was an average slave holding in Kentucky.  The Todd slaves provided household labor rather than agricultural labor.  There are many factors that make urban slavery different from plantation slavery.  For example, urban slaves such as those in the Todd household lived in smaller groups.  This could make it more difficult to form family groups and a sense of community. 

· The property on Main Street in downtown Lexington likely had a separate outbuilding that served as slave quarters.  Unfortunately, no archeological information on any of the outbuildings was gathered before the modern construction and parking lots now present behind the main house. 

· Three blocks from this home, on the corner of Short and Mulberry Streets, stood a slave jail where William Pullman “kept slaves in cages for punishment, sale and sickness.”

· In 1815 (shortly after he married) Robert S. Todd purchased a variety of property from his brother David.  This transaction included the sale of three slaves, Henney $400, Evelina $350 and Gatty $350.  Mr. Todd also bought a variety of other property including a pair of horses, furniture, carpeting, bedding, books, forks and knives, and candlestick snuffers.  

· The 1820 Census of the Todd household included 3 female slaves (1 under 14 years, 1 between 14-26 yrs., 1 between 26-45 yrs.)  
· The 1830 Census of the Todd household included 10 male slaves (six 10-24 years old, three 24-36 years old, one 55-100 years old) but no female slaves.

· In August 1835, Jane Wales (slave in Todd home) married Lewis Sanders at this home.  They were married by London Ferrill, who later became pastor of the First Baptist Church of Colored Persons.  In 1866 the Kentucky legislature made it possible for “negroes and mulattos” to have their marriages legally recognized for the first time.  The Sanders marriage, after more than 35 years, was recorded at the County Clerk’s in June 1871.  

· In Grandmother Humphreys’ will written Dec 1835 and recorded April 1836, she devises “my negro girl Jane to my daughter Elizabeth L. Todd until the 25th day of December 1844 on which said day the said Jane is to be free and emancipate from all kind of servitude….”  (This is Jane Wales Sanders mentioned in the previous bullet point.)

· By the mid-19th century most slaveholders and slaves were Christians.  The Todd family attended 2nd Presbyterian Church (popularly called McChord’s).  The Todd slaves may have attended church with the white family or they may have attended services at one of the black churches in town.  The 1838 city directory lists two such choices, the African Church was Methodist Episcopal domination and under the ministry of a “missionary to the people of colour.”  The African Baptist Church was under the ministry of “a coloured preacher” named London Ferrill.  These churches served both free blacks and slaves.  (Ferrill’s church reportedly had 1,800 members by the 1850s.  But in both the 1850 and 1860 records there are less than 700 free persons of color (blacks and mulattos) in all of Fayette County, KY.  Obviously slaves were church members as well.)

· Most slaveholders considered it their Christian obligation to spread Christianity among their slaves as well as properly clothe and feed them.  They emphasized to slaves the Christian beliefs of obedience and submission to authority,

· In the slave quarters Christianity spread fatalism and hope for reward in the afterlife, emphasizing the redemptive value of unearned suffering.  Slaves developed a unique blend of Christianity that emphasized a sense of community and a love based Christianity rather than focus on avoiding sin.  

· The 1839 tax records indicate that Mr. Todd owned five slaves in Lexington with a total value of $2,600.

· The 1840 Census indicates three female slaves (1 between 0-10 yrs., 1 between 10-24 yrs., 1 between 24-35 yrs.) and two male slaves (1 between 24-35 yrs., 1 between 55-100 yrs.) in the Todd household in Lexington as well as one free woman of color between 55-100 years of age.  

· The 1842 tax record indicates Mr. Todd had 5 slaves in his Lexington household valued at $2,000.

· The 1848 tax record indicates that Mr. Todd had 8 total slaves valued at $2,000.  He had owned two of these slaves for over 16 years.  That year Mr. Todd was also taxed on his horse & mares, carriage, piano and gold watch. 

· The 1849 tax record indicates that Mr. Todd had 12 slaves total (including those on his Franklin Co. farm) valued at $4,650.  The records indicate that four of them had been in the Todd household for more than sixteen years.  This year, Mr. Todd was taxed on his slaveholdings as well as on the value of his horses, mules, and cattle. 

· Every Monday, when court was in session, the Lexington slave auctions took place in the east corner of the courthouse square.  The peak of the courthouse is visible from the front door of this property.  (While this is not the courthouse of the Todd’s day, it is the same location.)

· Slaves were valued after Mr. Todd’s death in 1849.  They included Harvey $700, Pendleton $550, Chaney and her six year old daughter Mary Ann and infant son $905.  These enslaved persons were a part of Mr. Todd’s Franklin County farm.  During the settlement of Mr. Todd’s estate, the “valuation of slaves” was necessary since they were considered a part of his real property.  This does not necessarily mean these slaves were sold out of the family.  If the slaves became the property of a family member, the monetary value of the slave would have been considered as a portion of the heirs’ inheritance or the family member would have purchased the slave from the estate.  While records of the valuation of slaves exist, bills of sale or deeds indicating sale or transfer of slaves have not been found.

· After Mr. Todd’s 1849 death, Mary’s stepmother Elizabeth “Betsey” Humphries moved to her farm in Franklin County.  The Kentucky Vital Statistics reveal the following slave births and deaths in that time period.  
· August 1852 - JOE - 12 - black male - laborer - resident of Franklin County, Ky - birthplace not given - slave of Mrs. E. L. Todd - died, Franklin County, Ky - cause of death – Flux

· August 1852 - LEWIS - male - alive - born Franklin County - black - mother, Chaney - slave of Mrs. E. L. Todd - resident of Franklin County.
· September 1856 - THOMAS - 1 year, 6 month - black male - resident of Franklin County, KY - born Franklin County, KY - slave of Elizabeth Todd - died Franklin County, KY - cause of death - Drowned in tub of water.
· (It is not an error that the first two events both occurred in August 1852.)
