
Did you know ... Abraham Lincoln had 
Confederate relatives from Kentucky?

Abraham Lincoln used the phrase “A house divided against itself cannot stand” 

several times before the Civil War. He referred to his belief that the nation could not 

survive without resolving the divisive issue of slavery. Yet the Kentucky-born Lincoln 

might just as well have been speaking about his own family.  

His wife Mary Todd Lincoln was raised in a slaveholding household in Lexington. 

During the war, her stepmother and eight of her thirteen siblings supported the 

Confederacy. Their words and deeds affected the Lincolns throughout their years in 

the White House.

1860 Slave Schedule 
This 1860 slave schedule shows that 
Betsy Humphreys Todd held nine 
slaves at the start of the Civil War. 
The Emancipation Proclamation of 
January 1, 1863, did not apply to 
Betsy’s household since Kentucky was 
not in rebellion. Slaves in Kentucky 
did not gain their freedom until the 
Thirteenth Amendment was ratified 
on December 6, 1865.  

“Surely there is no other 
family in the land placed 
in the exact situation of 
ours ....”

  —Elodie Todd Dawson to Nathaniel 
Dawson, May 23, 1861

Elizabeth “Betsy” Humphreys Todd 
Robert S. Todd married Betsy 
Humphreys of Frankfort after his 
first wife, Eliza Parker (Mary’s 
mother), died in 1825. Betsy 
bore eight children that lived to 
adulthood. Seven of them, like her, 
were Confederate sympathizers. 
Of her six stepchildren, all but one 
were Unionists. Even though Betsy 
had Confederate sympathies, she 
attended Union prayer meetings to 
pray for peace.
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Union Flag, 7th Kentucky Veteran Volunteer Infantry  & Confederate Flag, 6th Kentucky Infantry
Although Kentucky stayed with the Union, it had a large slave population and many citizens 
sympathized with the South. Large numbers of Kentuckians joined both armies, and Kentucky had a 
star on both flags. The flags (pictured above) list the battles where they were carried. There was 
reason to fear that Kentucky might go with the South. Lincoln did not carry a single Kentucky county 
in the 1860 election. In Fayette County, he won a total of five votes.  
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A HOUSE
DIVIDED
The Lincolns’ Confederate Relatives

Lexington Public Library
Lexington Public Library
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