
 

 

KMPF Current Work Plan for Helm Place Real Property 

At the board meeting of July 12, 2017, the following plan and initial steps were approved by the Board of 

Directors. KMPF may modify the plan at any time as necessary to promote the best use of the charitable asset 

and to serve the public good. Updates will be provided as they become available. Please direct inquiries to Gwen 

Thompson at director@mtlhouse.org or 859-233-9999. 

Current Goals:  1. Ensure the property is adequately protected and the house will be restored according to 

established preservation standards. 2. Then seek to divest of the property, keeping the house and acreage 

together.  

Phase 1: Research 

Step 1:  Kentucky law allows KMPF to add additional restrictions (retain rights) to protect the historic interior of 

Helm Place. Research key differences between a preservation easement vs. a declaration of covenants and 

restrictions. Determine which legal route to pursue. 

Step 2:  Create a list of features of the exterior built environment and landscape that are already protected via 

the Conservation Easement and H-1 overlay. Determine if there are any exterior features that are not already 

protected, but should be protected.  

Step 3:  Hire an outside consultant to create a report of interior features that should be protected to establish a 

baseline for a preservation easement or declaration of covenants. Update: On 9-13-17, the board voted to 

accept the proposal of the Kentucky Archaeological Survey to prepare the report, with Janie-Rice Brother serving 

as the Project Director and Principal Investigator. The report was completed 12-1-17. 

Step 4:  KMPF prefers to find a third-party partner to hold the retained rights, monitor the property, and enforce 

the restrictions.  Conversations with third-parties who may be interested are ongoing. 

Step 5:  Appraise the property.  

 

KMPF Current Work Plan for Helm Place Personal Property 

KMPF may modify the plan at any time as necessary to promote the best use of the charitable asset and to serve 

the public good. Updates will be provided as they become available. 

Current Goals: 1. Give the historically significant items within Helm Place to other collecting institutions, 

including museums, historical societies, and libraries.  2. Then seek to divest of any remaining property at 

public auction. 

As of 1-1-18, items have been gifted to Ashland, The Henry Clay Estate, Liberty Hall Historic Site, Mary Todd 

Lincoln House, White Hall State Historic Site, Lexington Public Library, the Kentucky Historical Society, Special 

Collections at the University of Kentucky Libraries, Lexington History Museum, Kentucky Archaeological Survey, 

Shaker Village of Pleasant Hill, Speed Art Museum, the Filson Historical Society, and the Abraham Lincoln 

Birthplace National Historical Park. 

 

Project Contact:   

Gwen Thompson, Executive Director 

Kentucky Mansions Preservation Foundation 

director@mtlhouse.org;  859-233-9999 


